SCAPA Legislative Alert: National Health Care Reform

Health Reform Bills in Congress: PAs Need to Voice Their Opinion and Concerns
AAPA Advocacy Connection, July 17, 2009
House & Senate Action on Health Care Reform
Following 12 days of mark-ups over four weeks, the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) completed work yesterday on its health care overhaul bill, the Affordable Health Choices Act. (View AAPA’s snapshot of the bill)  The bill includes a 15% carve-out for PA educational programs in the Public Health Service Act’s Title VII grants for primary care medicine, as well as inclusion of PAs in the bill’s medical home provisions. The HELP bill was favorably reported by a 13-10 party line vote.
On Tuesday afternoon, the House released a 1,000 plus page bill, HR 3200, America’s Affordable Health Choices Act of 2009, with mark-ups scheduled in the House Committees on Ways and Means and Education and Labor approximately one day later. Mark-up in the Committee on Energy and Commerce begins today. AAPA identified 6 problem areas for PAs in the draft bill on Tuesday afternoon that were corrected by the House Committee staff the following day. As one Ways and Means Committee staff said, “With a 1,000 page bill, you’re bound to find mistakes.” With an estimated price tag of $ 1 trillion over 10 years, the House bill proposes to cover 29 million uninsured Americans.
The Senate Finance Committee bill has yet to be released, although it is scheduled to be made public soon. Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid speculated this week that a bill could be passed by the Senate prior to Congress’ August recess, a timetable that may be overly optimistic.
AAPA Advocacy Ad on the Need to Remove Outdated Medicare Barriers to Care
AAPA will place an advocacy ad in CQ Today on Friday, July 17, 2009, and Monday, July 20, 2009. CQ Today (Congressional Quarterly) is a daily publication routinely read by legislators and their staff on Capitol Hill. The ad will also run on Monday in Roll Call, the paper with the largest circulation on the Hill. The placement of the ad on these days is to support AAPA's advocacy efforts on health care reform, particularly AAPA's efforts to allow PAs to order home health, hospice, and skilled nursing facility care, as well as to provide hospice care for Medicare beneficiaries. Three House Committees -- Energy and Commerce, Ways and Means, and Education and Labor -- will attempt to mark-up health care reform legislation this week and next. Please take advantage of the AAPA advocacy ad resource -- download the ad and share it widely with your legislators and colleagues! 
Now is the Time for ACTION!
Thank you for all of your advocacy efforts on health care reform thus far. It’s time for action once again!  As the Congressional committees with jurisdiction over Medicare begin to review health care reform, it is imperative that they hear our message to integrate PAs fully into the medical home and chronic care management models of care and to remove outdated Medicare barriers to the quality care provided by PAs. This is our moment to make these important changes. Please visit the AAPA Legislative Action Center to send the latest message to House and Senate Members on health care reform, focusing on these very issues. Your advocacy efforts truly make a difference!
AAPA Applauds the Nomination of Dr. Regina Benjamin as U.S. Surgeon General 
President Barack Obama nominated Regina M. Benjamin, MD, MBA, as Surgeon General of the United States on Monday. A family physician and friend of the PA profession (Dr. Benjamin was a keynote speaker at AAPA’s February 2009 CORE meeting), Dr. Benjamin is founder and CEO of the Bayou La Batre Rural Health Clinic in Bayou La Batre, Alabama. Dr. Benjamin is the immediate past president of the Federation of State Medical Boards. AAPA sent a letter to the Senate HELP Committee, applauding Dr. Benjamin’s nomination and supporting her confirmation. 
AAPA Federal Affairs staff are your resources on health care reform and other federal advocacy efforts. Do not hesitate to contact Sandy Harding, AAPA Federal Affairs Director, Kristin Butterfield, Assistant Director of Federal Affairs, or Kimberly Beer, Assistant Director of Federal Affairs with your questions and suggestions.

SCAPA Members are asked to schedule meetings with their Congressman during the August Congress recess. Your Congressman will be home and should be accessible. They need to hear that PAs are active members of the healthcare team and should be included within the wording of the various reform bills. PAs are members of the physician/PA team providing increased access to care. We should be included in provisions for health promotion, disease prevention, chronic disease management, home health care, hospice care. If you would like to meet your Congressman and need support to articulate the profession’s concerns please contact Paul F. Jacques (jacquesp@musc.edu) or SCAPA Headquarters.

Listen to the recorded AAPA Advocacy Teleconference of 7/17/2009
AAPA held an Advocacy teleconference on the subject of health care reform and answered members' questions on that subject. You may hear a recording of the teleconference by clicking here. This recording will be available until 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on July 24. The speakers include; Steven Hanson, AAPA President, Bill Leinweber, Executive VP and CEO, and Sandy Harding, AAPA Federal Affairs Director. 

