Adventures In Lobbying: A Day on Capitol Hill

By: Sean Irvin, Paul Jacques and Joe Wehner

Adventures in Lobbying was held February 25th and 26th 2008 in Washington DC.  The program is sponsored by the AAPA, and provides real life experience lobbying for PA related legislation.  The first day of the event was packed full of lectures and educational events.  The participants learned how lobbying is done in DC, how the legislative process works, and what consists within a week in the life of a Member of Congress.  Day 2 of the program was spent on Capitol Hill meeting with the Senators and Members of Congress. This year the SCAPA delegation was represented by Reimbursement Committee Chair Sean Irvin and Midlands Area Representative Joe Wehner. Legislative Chair Paul Jacques, who was already in DC for the Human Resources and Services Administration All-Grantee Conference, joined the SCAPA delegation for the morning meetings in the Capitol. Following is a summary of those meetings.

1. Meeting with Mr. Colin Allen (Legislative Assistant) in Senator Lindsey Graham's office - The SCAPA delegation discussed the AAPA political agenda with Mr. Allen and asked for the Senators support for these Bills.  Mr. Allen took notes and seemed extremely attentive and engaged in our discussion.  Mr. Allen asked many good questions, and asked for some additional information to be sent to him. Joe Wehner will follow up on this and get the information for him.

2. Meeting with Peter Fotos (Policy advisor) in Senator Jim Demint's office - The SCAPA delegation had the opportunity to discuss the AAPA political agenda with Mr. Fotos.  While he did take notes during our presentation he seemed to "strain" at giving attention to our goals of support for this agenda.  He stated that he would research the bills and on the surface did not feel there were obvious compelling issues that might cause problems for the senator to support the bills.

3. Congressman Henry Brown and Amanda Reynolds (Legislative Assistant) - Congressman Brown is a member of the House of Representatives Veterans Affairs Committee and a legislator who can have a significant impact on the committee in order to achieve the goals of the Veterans Administration Physician Assistant Association (VAPAA). The SCAPA delegation first met with Amanda Reynolds (legislative assistant) and the Congressman then joined us. The issue brought to Congressman Brown's attention is the assignment of a PA to be housed in the administrative offices of the VA in Washington, DC. Currently, the VA does not have a PA in the central administrative offices who can advocate for the PA profession inclusion in methods of addressing enhancement of the delivery of health care to veterans. The SC delegation was joined by John Fields, President of Veteran Affairs PA Association, to help address this issue with the Congressman and provide additional insight into the rationale for the proposal. The delegation had a lively discussion of the Veterans Administration and the need for this position within the VA. At the conclusion of the meeting the Congressman was persuaded to support bill H.R. 2790. A point that persuaded him to support this bill was based on a proposal to develop a post-graduate PA educational program in mental health. There is a need for additional mental health professionals in order that the VA can treat the returning veterans from Iraq who are experiencing increasing incidences of traumatic brain injuries and post traumatic stress disorder. This training proposal will most likely not advance without an advocate in the central administrative office of the VA. 

4. Congressman Henry Clyburn (LA Danny Cromer) - The health affairs legislative aide for Congressman Clyburn, Barvetta Singletary was not available as she was recuperating from influenza. The SC delegation met with Danny Cromer, who has worked with Congressman Clyburn for the past 16 years. Regrettably, Mr. Cromer had his own personal political agenda that he felt compelled to share with the SC delegation and did not provide any substantive discussion about our agenda. When asked about having the Congressman sign on to the PA bills, we were informed that, as the Majority Whip for the House of Representatives, Congressman Clyburn limits his involvement in cosigning bills.  Paul Jacques will follow up with Ms. Barvetta Singletary to discuss the issues and material that was presented to Mr. Cromer, Legislative Director.  Congressman Clyburn has a deep desire to address issues related to diversity and minority health. There is an interesting ETV presentation posted at http://itunes.musc.edu that addresses the prevalence of Stroke in South Carolina. Congressman Clyburn provides the introduction to this very interesting and useful discussion of stroke in South Carolina. 

5. Congressman Joe Wilson and his Legislative Assistant Melissa Chandler - The SCAPA delegation discussed several of our agenda items with the Congressman.  He seemed extremely receptive to the Bills that we brought to his attention.  After a 15-minute discussion, Congressman Wilson realized that he needed to go to the Capitol to vote on 3 Bills.  The Congressman paused long enough for us to have our pictures taken in his office and then escorted the two of us to the Capitol building. He brought us through the "Members of Congress Only" entrance, placed us in the Gallery of the House of Representatives, and explained how the voting process was done.  After he was done voting he gave us a brief tour of the building explaining some of the paintings, statues and architecture.  We were then walked out of the Capitol, and the Congressman again stopped for a few more photos. We talked again on the steps of the Capitol for a few minutes and he gave us directions to our next appointment.  This meeting was certainly a memorable experience for the delegation.

6. Meeting with Matthew Franke (Legislative Fellow) and Garth Van Meter (Legislative Director) in Congressman Bob Inglis Office - The South Carolina Delegation met with the above staff. Our meeting was very timely as Congressman Inglis is currently conducting a "health tour" of upstate SC to assess current health related issues of healthcare providers and healthcare recipients.  In particular the continuity of care bill that the AAPA is supporting will offer relief for physicians in treating Medicare recipients who need home health care, hospice, and skilled nursing facilities.  Should the bill pass and PAs are allowed to order these services, it certainly should expedite care as well as save healthcare dollars. We also discussed support for the federal workman's comp bill, title VII funding, and centralizing a full time PA position for coordinating PA services within the VA system.  Congressman Inglis staff was extremely attentive during our meeting and encouraged us to follow up, which Sean Irvin will handle.
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