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TO:

All Physician Assistants in South Carolina

FROM:

Sean Irvin, PA-C, and Victor Gomez, PA-C



Reimbursement Committee Co-Chairs

DATE:

November 14, 2008

RE:
Recommended steps to support effort to obtain payment from BCBS for surgical assistance by a PA

    
 FOR PAs:

· Read and familiarize yourself with the SC PA reimbursement fact sheet.

· Discuss with your fellow PAs and encourage their involvement.

· If you are a surgical PA, please review with your supervising physician(s) and request their support.  Letters of support can and should be obtained from physician surgical state organizations/societies, hospitals, employers using the state health plan, surgeon practices and even individual surgeons.  A sample letter of support is enclosed.  Please feel free to use this version or create your own if desired.   Return letter on letterhead to:  SCAPA at P.O. Box 2054, Lexington, SC  29071 or email to SCAPA@sc.rr.com .  Do not mail directly to BC/BS.  We will present all letters at once at a later date.

· If you would like to know more about this issue or have questions or comments, please contact SCAPA at SCAPA@sc.rr.com.

    
 FOR PHYSICIANS:

· Please read the SC PA reimbursement fact sheet.

· Please support this effort to obtain payment for surgical assistance by a PA from BC/BS of South Carolina.  A sample letter of support is enclosed.  Please feel free to use this version or create your own if desired.  Return letter on letterhead to:  SCAPA at P.O. Box 2054, Lexington, SC  29071 or email to SCAPA@sc.rr.com .  Do not mail directly to BC/BS.  We will present all letters at once at a later date.

· If you would like to know more about this issue or have questions or comments, please contact SCAPA at SCAPA@sc.rr.com.

       Thank you for your support.

PLEASE RETURN LETTERS BY DECEMBER 15, 2008






· Blue Cross Blue Shield currently does not reimburse surgeons for first assisting services provided by PAs. This lack of coverage has a negative financial impact on surgeons that employ PAs, and adversely affects their ability to deliver quality, cost-effective surgical and medical services to patients.

· The South Carolina Academy of Physician Assistants (SCAPA) is requesting that physician organizations support SCAPA’s efforts to obtain coverage for first assisting services. PAs are already covered by BCBS of South Carolina for services performed in the office/clinic setting.

· Nearly all other payers in the state cover PA first assisting. Since 1987, the Medicare program has covered PAs for first assisting at surgery. Other private payers in South Carolina cover PA first assists. BCBS plans in 47 states also cover PAs first assisting.

· Physician Assistants are critical partners with physicians in delivering care to South Carolinians in need.  Currently there are 673 PAs in clinical practice, 200 of which work in primary care.

· Ten percent of PAs practice in a surgical specialty. PAs have a unique understanding of their surgeons’ style. This long-term working relationship often helps surgeons’ complete surgeries more quickly, resulting in reduced anesthesia time for patients.

· South Carolina residents trust PAs with their health.  During an average week, South Carolina PAs see over 46,000 patients.   

· South Carolina state law authorizes PAs to first assist at surgery when supervised by a licensed MD/DO.
· Physician Assistant programs train competent medical providers.  With both didactic instruction in health sciences and an average of 2,000 hours of supervised clinical training, PA students enter the workforce competent to join with physicians in diagnosing and treating the gamut of medical conditions.  The Medical University of South Carolina PA program is approximately 26.8 months in length and students graduate with a Masters degree in Physician Assistant Studies.  

· The typical student entering a PA program has a Bachelor’s degree with over 3 years of previous health are experience. All PAs must obtain 100 hours of continuing medical education every 2 years, and pass a national certification examination administered by the National Commission on the Certification of Physician Assistants (NCCPA) every 6 years.
SAMPLE SUPPORT LETTER
Blue Cross Blue Shield of South Carolina
David Pankau, President

AA-X02
I-20 at Alpine Road
Columbia, SC 29219-0001

Date:

Re: BC/BS Payment to Surgeons for Physician Assistant First Assistant Surgical Services

Dear Mr. Pankau:

I (we) write to you on behalf of my (our) medical practice (organization) to indicate our concern regarding Blue Cross Blue Shield of South Carolina not recognizing and compensating surgeons for physician assistants contributions to the delivery of health care when first assisting in the operating room.  The effectiveness, safety, and efficiency of the physician led surgical teams have the potential for expanding access to cost effective care when services of the team members are appropriately compensated for their contribution. PAs are integral members of the surgical teams in neurosurgery, orthopedics, cardiovascular surgery and general surgery. They deliver quality first assist services and also provide patients with increased continuity of care as they are often involved in the patient’s pre- and post-operative care. As contributing members of the healthcare team, most Blue Cross and Blue Shield organizations in our country recognize and compensate medical and surgical practices for services provided by physician assistants. For more than 20 years the Medicare program has covered PAs for first assisting duties. Independent and government studies demonstrate that quality of care and patient satisfaction remains high when PAs deliver care in the physician-PA team model of care.
Costs do not increase with the use of PAs in the OR. PAs deliver the same service that would otherwise be delivered and covered when provided by a physician or surgeon.

I (we) believe that your organization should acknowledge the contributions of PAs to the delivery of health care by compensating surgical practices for the medically necessary first assistant surgical services rendered by PAs.

Sincerely,

Name

Address of practice (organization)

CC: 
South Carolina Academy of Physician Assistants

PO Box 2054
Lexington, SC 29071
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