SAMPLE SUPPORT LETTER
Blue Cross Blue Shield of South Carolina
David Pankau, President
AA-X02
I-20 at Alpine Road
Columbia, SC 29219-0001
Date:

Re: BC/BS Payment to Surgeons for Physician Assistant First Assistant Surgical Services

Dear Mr. Pankau:

I (we) write to you on behalf of my (our) medical practice (organization) to indicate our concern regarding Blue Cross Blue Shield of South Carolina not recognizing and compensating surgeons for physician assistants contributions to the delivery of health care when first assisting in the operating room.  The effectiveness, safety, and efficiency of the physician led surgical teams have the potential for expanding access to cost effective care when services of the team members are appropriately compensated for their contribution. PAs are integral members of the surgical teams in neurosurgery, orthopedics, cardiovascular surgery and general surgery. They deliver quality first assist services and also provide patients with increased continuity of care as they are often involved in the patient’s pre- and post-operative care. As contributing members of the healthcare team, most Blue Cross and Blue Shield organizations in our country recognize and compensate medical and surgical practices for services provided by physician assistants. For more than 20 years the Medicare program has covered PAs for first assisting duties. Independent and government studies demonstrate that quality of care and patient satisfaction remains high when PAs deliver care in the physician-PA team model of care.
Costs do not increase with the use of PAs in the OR. PAs deliver the same service that would otherwise be delivered and covered when provided by a physician or surgeon.

I (we) believe that your organization should acknowledge the contributions of PAs to the delivery of health care by compensating surgical practices for the medically necessary first assistant surgical services rendered by PAs.
Sincerely,
Name

Address of practice (organization)

CC: 
South Carolina Academy of Physician Assistants

PO Box 2054
Lexington, SC 29071
